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‘Geography doesn’t matter’ with sexually transmitted diseases
BY RUTH EPSTEIN

REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

SALISBURY — Health
care professionals and educators heard updates on the
topic of sexually transmitted
diseases during the 14th annual Medical Education
Event at the Interlaken Inn
on Thursday.
Sponsored by the Foundation for Community Health,
the event featured speakers
from three states to discuss
trends and treatments of the
diseases: Andrew Sherman
Evans Jr. from the Communicable Disease Control and
Preparedness Division of
the Dutchess County (N.Y.)
Department of Behavioral
and Community Health; Dr.
Lynn Sosa, deputy state epidemiologist with the Connecticut Department of Public Health; and Dr. Katherine Hsu, medical director
for the division of STD Prevention & HIV/AIDS Surveillance with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

Evans said of the top eight
notifiable diseases in 2016,
four were STDs. Cases of
chlamydia, gonorrhea and
syphilis are on the rise, he
noted.
“In Dutchess County, we
usually follow the national
trend,” he said.
STDs at one time were predominately seen in large
cities, but Evans said people
now get them in rural areas,
too.
“Geography doesn’t matter
anymore,” he said. “We are
seeing cases out in this part of
the county.”
Chlamydia is the most reported disease in Dutchess
County and gonorrhea is a
huge problem, Evans said.
There is a disparate rate of
early syphilis in the AfricanAmerican and Hispanic population, with a decline in cases involving young people,
but an increase for those who
are older, he said.
“What is alarming is that
we’re seeing more and more
females
getting
early
syphilis,” Evans said.
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The Foundation for Community Health’s 14th annual
Medical Education Event was held Thursday at the
Interlaken Inn in Salisbury. From left, Gertrude O’Sullivan,
the foundation’s director of communications and special
programs; Nancy Heaton, the foundation’s executive
director; Andrew Evans Jr. of the Dutchess (N.Y.) County
Department of Behavioral and Community Health; Dr. Lynn
Sosa of the Connecticut Department of Health and Dr.
Katherine Hsu of the Massachusetts Department of Health.
Sadly, more cases of congenital syphilis, which af-

fects babies, are being seen
and it is completely prevent-

able, he noted.
Unlike New York, Connecticut does not have county-level health departments,
Sosa said. Since 2000, syphilis
has been a problem in Connecticut mostly among men,
but it’s also on the rise for
women and in babies.
“To me, the biggest enigma
is gonorrhea,” Sosa said, noting she can’t explain the fluctuation rates. “Something is
going on with gonorrhea in
Connecticut.”
As for chlamydia, after seeing a decrease in adolescents,
there is now a huge increase
because of more testing, she
noted.
Sosa provided some figures for Litchfield County,
saying in the past three
years, there have been a few
cases of syphilis and chlamydia, mostly among women in
their early 20s.
“It doesn’t matter who you
are or where you are — if you
have sex, you can get infected,” Sosa said.
Hsu posed a question to
the audience about what

happened in the 1990s to
cause a decrease in STDs.
She agreed when they said
HIV was in the forefront and
there was a great deal of education on the disease. People were scared STDs could
be deadly. Now aware they
don’t kill, people are more
likely to be involved in risky
behavior, she said.
She said while medication
can be used to treat the diseases, it’s harder to change
personal behavior.
“Sex should be fun, so people go without condoms because it’s more pleasurable,”
Hsu said.
The Foundation for Community Health is a private,
not-for-profit philanthropic
organization formed to
maintain and improve the
physical and mental health
of area residents historically served by Sharon
Hospital, with an emphasis
on serving the most vulnerable.
Contact Ruth Epstein at
kcsruthe@aol.com.

Police arrest 41 people in early morning drug sweep
BY JONATHAN SHUGARTS
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERBURY — The convoy arrived on West Liberty
Street just before 6 a.m. Friday, armed and ready.
While birds chirped in the
near-dawn light, police
cruisers and an armored
truck rolled up down the
street from the multifamily
home they were ready to
search. Teams of police officers wearing armored vests
put boots on the pavement,
hustling up the sidewalk
and forcing their way
through the front door of the
home. Multiple people were
detained inside, marking
the first of 41 people arrested Friday during an operation police dubbed, “Raw
Deal.”
As most of the city slept,
similar scenes played out Friday morning across the city
as Waterbury police took the
fight against heroin and fentanyl deaths to the doorsteps
of alleged dealers.
Teams of city police, state
troopers and federal agents
searched for wanted men and
women throughout the city —
from Bank Street in the
south, to Bishop Street in the
north — as the sun rose.
Stunned people, some still
wearing boxer shorts, sleeping clothes and one, a Biggie
Smalls T-shirt, were led out
of their homes and into awaiting police cars.
Police say they seized
firearms, thousands of bags
of heroin and 8 raw ounces of
the drug worth thousands on
the street.
At community meetings,
Police Chief Fernando Spagnolo said residents told police
they’re frustrated with drug
dealing in their neighborhoods, which often is associated with violence.
“Where you have illegal

Waterbury police prepare to enter a home on West Liberty
Street on Friday as part of the city-wide operation.

A Waterbury officer takes a resident into custody from a home on Bishop Street as police,
along with cooperation from state police, Watertown police, the State’s Attorney’s Office,
DEA and ATF, pursued people who were suspected in the sale of heroin.
drugs you have money, where
you have drugs and money
you have guns, and when you
have all three you have senseless violence which puts all of
our citizens at risk,” he said.
“Our citizens’ frustrations
are heard.”
Two of those arrested Friday were Darlene Anderson,
50, and her husband, 63-yearold Walden Anderson, who
police say sold bundles of
heroin from their home at 370
Washington St.
The case against the couple began in December when
the department’s Vice and
Intelligence Division used an
undercover officer to buy a
bundle of heroin from the
couple for $50. The couple
sold another bundle of the

drug a month later, according to police.
The couple, charged with
sale of narcotics, remained
jailed Friday on bonds totaling $400,000 bonds.
More than 100 officers,
headed by Capt. Michael
Ponzillo and Lt. Jeremy Desena, gathered in the hour before the raid for a briefing on
their targets.
The teams coordinated
with
the
department’s
Emergency
Response
Team, which is the equivalent of a SWAT unit, which
found itself dealing with a
pit bull during a search of a
home on Jewelry Street. The
dog, which snarled as an officer kept it at bay with a
pole, was contained a short

time later.
Police arrested another
nine people in addition to
their original targets as they
carried out search-andseizure warrants at the
homes. They also seized two
handguns, a rifle, two cars
and $15,000 during those
searches.
Federal Drug Enforcement
Administration and Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms agents
were also involved in the arrests.
Police continued to search
for
multiple
targets
throughout the day and say
they are still looking for 11
people as part of the operation, the latest effort by police to stem a heroin epidemic in the state that con-
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A local resident, worried about her dog who was secured in
an animal control vehicle, is comforted as Waterbury police
conduct a search of a home on Jewelry Street on Friday.

tinues to claim lives every
day. As of earlier this
month, 99 people have overdosed this year in the city
but survived, and 24 suffered fatal overdoses, according to police.
Leaders on the police
force realize the opioid crisis
is a multifaceted problem:
medical and treatment options need to be available for
those suffering from an ad-

diction, but the supply side
of this problem needs to reduced or ideally eliminated,
Spagnolo said.
“The opioid crisis is not
just a problem in some other
state, city or town, but is a
problem in our own backyard
and neighborhoods in Waterbury,” he said.
Police expect to continue
their operation through the
weekend.

Police: DOT driver on multiple drugs when he crashed on Route 8
BY ANDREW LARSON
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

NAUGATUCK — A driver
with the state Department of
Transportation was on multiple drugs when he crashed
the tractor-trailer he was
driving on Route 8 southbound at about 11:40 a.m. on
New Year’s Eve, according to
a state police report.
Eugene Casivant Sr. of
Southbury, a 14-year veteran
of the DOT, was at the wheel
of a truck hauling an excavator to the agency’s Beacon
Falls facility when he lost
control and barreled through
a guardrail near Exit 28, according to police.
The tractor-trailer careened down an embankment, stopping at the edge of
the Naugatuck River. Witnesses rushed to his aid and
state police were called to the
scene. Casivant, 59, was taken to Waterbury Hospital
with injuries.

admitted to an officer
Before the crash,
he had taken PercoCasivant “seemed a
cet and oxycodone,
bit off,” a supervisor
which are both opioid
told police. He had
painkillers. He had
been instructed to
trouble maintaining
transport the excavahis focus and had
tor from the DOT’s
constricted and pinDanbury garage to its
CONTRIBUTED
point pupils, accordfacility in Beacon
ing to the warrant.
Falls. Instead, he Casivant
Casivant has been
drove to the agency’s
Thomaston location, accord- on paid medical leave since
the crash, said Kevin Nuring to the arrest warrant.
As he began unloading the sick, a spokesman for the
excavator, the supervisor in- DOT.
Casivant, whose title is
formed him he was in the
wrong town, the warrant “maintainer 4,” received
says. He was redirected to $100,143 in 2016, including
Beacon Falls and it was en fringe benefits and overtime,
route to the correct DOT fa- according to CTSunlight.org.
cility when the crash oc- The DOT confirmed the base
salary for his position ranges
curred.
Officers obtained a search from $50,326 to $64,892.
The DOT is monitoring the
warrant for Casivant’s medical records and believe he status of Casivant’s commerwas under the influence of cial driver’s license. His
opioids and a benzodiazepine, CDL, which is required for
which is a class of sedative his job, could be suspended
or revoked if he were convictprescription drugs.
After the crash, Casivant ed of driving under the influ-
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This state Department of Transportation tractor-trailer fell
down an embankment after crashing into the guardrail of
Route 8 southbound near Exit 28 on Dec. 31, according to
police. The driver was arrested this month.
ence of a controlled substance.
In March 2003, two years
before Casivant began working for the DOT, he was

charged with drunken-driving after he nearly struck a
police cruiser in Southbury,
according to RepublicanAmerican archives. Howev-

er, it appears the record was
expunged, according to data
from the state Judicial
Branch.
When Casivant returns to
work, the DOT will begin an
administrative review of the
incident. Nursick said the
cost of the damage, including
the totaled tractor-trailer,
was $250,000 to $300,000.
The DOT likely will not be
able to recover that money
because it’s self-insured and
Casivant was on duty at the
time of the crash.
Casivant turned himself in
to state police on May 2 and
appeared in Waterbury Superior Court on Thursday.
He is charged with failure to
drive in the proper lane and
operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol
or drugs.
He has not yet entered a
plea and was released after
posting $1,000 bond. It was
unclear whether he had an attorney.

