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By Shaw Israel Izikson

SHARON —TheFoundation
for Community Health officially
celebrated its move to a bigger
office at 155 Sharon Valley Road
with an open house on Wednes-
day, Oct. 7.

. The nonproflt charitable
organization serves residents

It was founded in 2003 after
the sale of Sharon Hospital to
Essent Healthcare with support
from the Berkshire Taconic
Community Foundation.

Forsixyears, the organization
operated in atwo-roomspace on
Upper Main Street in Sharon.

The organization moved out
of its cramped quarters in April
and into a spacious two-floor
house that was built sometime
in the 1800s.

- “Nowwehave office space for
nonprofits to use and space to
hold seminars and educational
programs,  Executive Director
Nancy Heaton said. “Right now,
we have four office spaces up-
stairs. Two of thosespacesarefree
and can be used by nonprofitsin
the three communities that we
serve. We also have a meeting

eld, Dutchess and Co-

More elbow room: Executlve DlrectorNancy Heaton

Foundation for Community
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the Foundation for Commumty Health’s new ofﬁce at 155

Sharon Valley Road

room in the house that canhold
upto35 people for: any classes or
meetings.”

Heaton sa1d the new space is
ablessing.

“It’s very hard for nonproﬁt
orgamzatlons to find space,” she
said. “Even harder con31dermg
that we’re in a rural area”

GrantsManager Heidi Kearns
said thelocation s also excellent.

It’s close to Sharon Hospitaland

close to the New York border.

Over the past year, the foun-
dation provided almost $800,000
to local health organizations.

“Our mission is to improve
the health and well being of resi-
dentsinourservicearea,” Heaton
said. “And now we can prov1de
space for community organiza-
tions that might need it '

For more information about: .

the Foundation for Community

‘Health call 860-364-5157 or visit

their Web site at fchealth.org.




